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NAME THE PAPER! 


Welcome to the first edition of the 
TALLIL TBD, the official joint newspa- 
per serving the fTallil Air Base 
Community. And because this is 
YOUR newspaper, we'd like to ask 
YOU to help us select a name. 


We've narrowed the search down to 
three names from a list of suggestions. 
They include: 


The Tallil Liberator 
The Talill Times 
The Tallil Tornado 


Or you can suggest a name of your 
own. Bring your recommendations in 
person to the Public Affairs Office 
located in the WOC or send your rec- 
ommendations via e-mail to debo- 
rah.smith@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil. 


Deadline for suggestions is May 20. 








Volume 1, Issue 1 


TO BE DETERMINED 





407th Air Expeditionary Group, Tallil Air Base, lraq 





A TEAM OF THE QUARTER: 407th Expeditionary Security Forces Operations Team . (Pictured from left to right) 
Tech Sgt. Edward James, Capt. Kevin Walker, Staff Sgt. Brad Jackson, Tech. Sgt. Richard Richardson, Col. John 
M. Dobbins, Senior Airman Eric Adams, Staff Sgt. Joseph Kearns and Tech. Sgt. Kelly Nagel. Not Pictured are 
Master Sgt. Lawrence Retlelle and Master Sgt. Joe Sandley. 


First Commander's Call Yields 
Individual Award Winners 


Story by: Maj. Jon Anderson 


Chief of Public Affairs, 407th AEG 


allil AB marked yet 

another first, with the 
May 9th 407th Air 
Expeditionary Group 
Commander's Call held under 
the stars, next to the new din- 
ing tents. Tallil's Air Force 
contingent of almost 1,200 
personnel was first welcomed 
by Col. John M. Dobbins, 
group commander, who quick- 
ly noted the evening's primary 
purpose of recognizing out- 


standing performers and 
accomplishments from the 
Tallil team. 

First noting the great dis- 
tance Tallil has come from 
bare base, captured enemy air- 
field to its current state as a 
major coalition base, Dobbins 
said, "Give yourselves a_ pat 
on the back for quickly mak- 
ing the base operational and 
sustainable." 

Then turning to awards, 


Chief Master Sgt. Alistair 
Meadows, Command Chief 
Master Sgt, assisted Dobbins 
in recognizing Tallil's first Air 
Force individual award win- 
ners. The first Airman of the 
Quarter was Airman Ist Class 
Dustin P. Schrader of 407th 
ELRS, who solved Tallil's 
most thorny vehicle mechani- 
cal problems. Following 
Schrader was the group's first 
NCO of the Month, Staff Set. 


continued on page 2 
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Maj. Jon Anderson, USAF 
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Deputy Chief of Public Affairs 


Master Sgt. Deb Smith, USAF 
Editor, Chief of Internal Information 


Staff Sgt. Victoria Meyer, USAF 
Staff Writer 
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1st Lt. Katherine Numerick, USA 
U.S. Army Editor 


Sgt. James E. Gaines, USA 
U.S. Army Staff Writer 


This funded newspaper is an authorized 
publication for members of the U.S. mili- 
tary serving in lIrag. Contents of the 
TALLIL TBD are not necessarily the 
views of, or endorsed by the U.S. 
Government, the Department of 
Defense, or the Department of the Air 
Force, Department of the Army, or the 
Department of the Navy. 


The editorial content is edited, prepared 
and provided by the Tallil Air Base Public 
Affairs office. All photographs are Air 
Force photographs unless otherwise 
indicated. 


The TALLIL TBD accepts stories, photo- 
graphs and commentaries, which may 
be submitted to the PA staff located in 
the WOC, or be sent directly to debo- 
rah.smith@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil. 


Deadline for submission is 2:00 p.m. 
Thursday the week before publication. 
All submissions are edited for content 
and Air Force journalistic style. For 
more information, visit the PA office 
located in the WOC or call at 459-0014. 
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Chad E. Schmidt of 407th ECS, Tallil's premier 
e-mail administrator who also set up operations 
communications for the group's A-10s. Master 
Set. Robert D. Derrick of 407th Security Forces 
was next as Tallil's first Senior NCO of the 
month, for his leadership in providing security 
for every significant event on base since Tallil's 
capture. The final individual awardee was 
Capt. Alexander F. DeVoe of 407th ELRS, the 
group's first company grade officer of the 
month. DeVoe amazed judges by his prowess 
in receiving and directing all convoy offloads 
that resulted in Tallil's tent city. 

Rounding out the awards was Tallil's first 
Team of the Quarter, captured by the 407th 
AEG Security Forces Operations team for their 
work in securing the newly captured air base 
from enemy forces. 

Dobbins wrapped up the evening by sharing 
his personal leadership philosophy. 

"The mission comes first, and people are key 
to accomplishing the mission. At Tallil -- as 
well as any other location you may go -- Air 
Force core values are a good foundation to live 
by." He also encouraged Tallil airmen to take 
care of each other and of what they've accom- 
plished, as well as sharing the most current 
coalition plans for Tallil, which may include 
removing Air Force aircraft by December. 
While the plan may yet change, Dobbins sig- 
naled his commitment to keep the 407th abreast 
of what's planned for Tallil. 


A AIRMAN OF THE QUARTER: Airman ‘1st Class 
Dustin P. Schrader, 407th ELRS. 





Award recipient 
unavailable for 


photo. 


A NCO OF THE QUARTER: Staff Sgt. Chad E. 
Smith, 407th ECS. 





A SENIOR NCO OF THE QUARTER: Master Sgt. 
Robert D. Derrick, 407th Security Forces Squadron. 





A CGO OF THE QUARTER: Capt. 
Defoe, 407th ELRS. 


Alexander F. 


IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Mon, Wed, Fri 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Room 
Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG Conference Room 
Saturday, 8:00 p.m., 407th ESFS Compound (BDOC) 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 407th AEG Conference Room 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 


Protestant 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 407th AEG Conference Room 
Contemporary 

Sunday, 8:00 p.m., 407th ESFS Compound (BDOC) 


Lay-Led Service 
Sunday, 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Room 


Jewish 
Lay-Led Service 
Friday, 6:00 p.m., 407th ESFS Compound (BDOC) 


Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30 p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 


Bible Studies 
Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., WOC Conference Room 


Catholic Bible Study 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., WOC Conference Room, Open to 
all who are interested in the Catholic faith 


God's Purpose for You 
Fridays, 7:30 p.m., WOC Conference Room 


U.S. Army Worship Services 


Daily Mass 

Mon, Wed, Fri 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG WOC Conference 
Room 

Saturday Mass 

Saturday, 8:00 p.m., 407th AEG Conference Room 
Saturday, 9:00 p.m., 407th AEG AF Security Building 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 392nd AEG WOC Conference Room 
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Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m., 86th CSH 


Protestant 

Daily 

Daily, 12:00 p.m., 163rd 63rd Signal Battalion** 
Daily, 8:00 p.m., 92nd EN DFAC 

Daily, 9:00 p.m., 1/293rd IN* 

Wednesdays 

Wednesday, 12:00 p.m., 109th EN DFAC* 
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., 63rd Sig* 

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., 36th EN Briefing Tent* 
Wednesday, 8:00 p.m., 109th EN DFAC 

Fridays 

Friday, 8:00 p.m., 109th EN DFAC 

Sundays 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m., and 8:00 p.m., 36th EN 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m., and 8:00 p.m., 86th CSH 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m., and 8:00 p.m., 36th EN Brief Tent 
Sunday, 10:00 a.m., 1/293IN and 171st ASG 
Sunday, 12:00 p.m., 63rd Sig. 

Sunday, 12:00 p.m., 109th EN DFAC 


*= Bible Study ** = Devotions 


Latter Day Saints 

Sunday 

Sunday, 2:00 p.m., 86th CSH 
Sunday, 6:00 p.m., 407th AEG WOC 


Jewish 
Lay-Led Service 
Friday, 6:00p.m., 407th ESFS Compound (BDOC) 


Prayer 
Daily, 12:30p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 


Notices (Both AF and Army) 


Do not use workplace phones for morale call purposes. 
Only 10-percent of the total number of phones on base 
may be used for morale call purposes per CENTAF. 


Speed limits on base are 30km/18mph during the day and 
10km/6mph at night. Helmets are required in all tactical 
vehicles and “Gators.” Drivers must obey all road signs. 


Sand Fly Spraying 


To report requirements for sand fly spraying in your unit 


area, contact Maj. Patterson, 171st Area Support Group at 


573-1157/1065. 
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Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger is authorized in two 
locations: From the BX/PX parking lot and off the main 
gate road toward the burn pit. The required uniform is T- 
shirt and shorts or pants. Running is not authorized on 
any other road. 


Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides ammunition storage 
for units on Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. Matheson at 
573- 1258 for more information. 


Do not pick-up unexploded ordinance or gather sou- 
venirs. Report all UXOs to “Bomber Base” on tactical 
radio or call 573-1074. 


Burn Pit Detail 
May 11 - 17: 2/2-43 ADA 
May 18 - 24: 183d Maintenance 


For management purposes, units are asked to drop off 
refuse from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Laundry Hours 


Each person is allowed 15 items per bag. Drop off is 
daily from 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Pickup is daily from 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


Male shower times are 6:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 
p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 


Female shower times are 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 


Visits to the Ziggurat require a pass. For information, 
U.S. Army personnel may call 573-1107. U.S. Air Force 
personnel may call 459-0008. 


AAFES BX/PX 
AAFES hours are 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


AAFES BX/PX Detail 
May 11 - 17: 407 EAG (UK and AF) 


NOTICE 


For questions and concerns regarding U.S. Army infor- 
mation posted here, please contact 1st Lt. Katherine 
Numerick, USA at DSN 573-1039 or Sgt. James E. 
Gaines at DSN 573-1108. 


Yd 
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SECAF Vector Addresses Possible Move to Army 


Courtesy Air Force Print News 


WASHINGTON (AFPN) -- In the latest edition 
of “The Secretary’s Vector,” Secretary of the 
Air Force Dr. James G. Roche discusses the 
possibility he may soon become secretary of the 
Army. 

President George W. Bush announced May 
7 his intent to nominate Roche for the Army’s 
top spot, which became vacant when former 
Secretary of the Army Thomas White resigned 
April 25. In “The Secretary’s Vector,” released 
May 12, Roche said he was flattered by the con- 
fidence shown in him by the president, and 
indicated he would accept the position if indeed 
the nomination advanced and was approved by 
Congress. 

“T am deeply honored by his confidence in 
my ability to lead the Army, and have informed 
the president that, if nominated and confirmed, 
I will serve,” Roche wrote. 

Roche specifically addresses airmen in sev- 
eral passages of the message, crediting them 


with playing a vital role in the president’s deci- 
sion. 

“While honored, I recognize that this nomi- 
nation is more a reflection of your dedication, 
your excellence, your loyal service to the 
nation, and your great success in accomplishing 
our mission,” he wrote. “We are the best Air 
Force in the world; and we will remain so 
because of the (more than) 700,000 dedicated 
officer, enlisted and civilian airmen who under- 
stand how to fly, fix, launch, support, defend, 
and employ air and space power.” 

“The Secretary’s Vector” is available at 
ttp://www.af.mil/viewpoint/Intended_Nominati 
on_as Sec Army.pdf 


> GOING GREEN?: Secretary of the Air Force Dr. 
James G Roche might become the Secretary of the 
Army. If his nomination is confirmed by Congress, 
Roche would fill the position left vacant by former 
Secretary of the Army, Thomas While who resigned 
April 25th. 
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Movement Control Important to Convoy Security 


Story by: Ist Lt. Katherine Numerick 
339th Movement Control Team 


hile the fighting in Iraq may be com- 

plete, terrorist activity still remains a 
viable threat. Almost daily, the world and local 
news report clashes between coalition and local 
personnel. In a generally secured area such as 
Tallil Air Base, it is easy to become complacent 
regarding force protection. However, security 
is easily corrupted by a well-placed individual 
in an otherwise peaceful protest, a mob of civil- 
lans surrounding a stalled vehicle or congested 
traffic ways filled with civilian and military 
travelers. 

As convoys move along the main supply 
routes, movement control stations routinely 
stop convoys at checkpoints, requesting infor- 
mation on the moving unit, convoy clearance 
number and cargo carried. These stops, taking 


less than five minutes to complete, provide 
heightened security to personnel and cargo 
travelling between secured areas. 

“Highway Regulation Teams (HRTs) are the 
commander’s eyes and ears on the roadways,” 
said Maj. Francis Foskett, Highway Traffic 
Division Chief for the 450th Movement Control 
Battalion. “They provide timely information 
about the status of MSRs and help track con- 
voys as they move along their designated 
routes.” 

HRTs, along with Military Police and 
Movement Control battalions, ensure cargo and 
personnel arrive at their destinations by using 
convoy clearance numbers. Information pro- 
vided by these units is the basic starting point 
for locating missing vehicles or individuals. 


They also transmit information to Movement 
Control Teams, which pass current security 
information to outgoing convoys. 

Several nodes are manned from Navistar to 
Balad, north of Baghdad to provide this service. 
Convoys with more than five vehicles are 
required to have clearance numbers when oper- 
ating in this area. 

Clearance numbers can be obtained over the 
phone or in person, usually in less than 5 min- 
utes. 

For more information, or to obtain a convoy 
clearance number, visit the Tallil Movement 
Control Team office on 26th Avenue, across 
from the 63rd Signal Battalion, and the 171st 
Area Support Group, or phone DSN 573-1039. 
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Reserve Unit First Air Force Maintenance Team in Iraq 


Story by: Maj. Dale E. Lewis 
332nd EROS/Jolly Maintenance 


en maintainers from the 920th Rescue 

Wing established the first Air Force 
maintenance operation at Tallil Air Base, Iraq 
on March 29. 

The base, formerly part of Saddam Hussein's 
military machine, had been largely unused 
since the first Gulf War since it was in Iraq's 
southern No-Fly Zone. 

Braving primitive, dangerous conditions, 
these maintainers arrived in full combat gear, 
while fighting in nearby An Nasiriyah and the 
surrounding area was still very much in full 
swing with the sounds of gunfire throughout the 


day and flashes from explo- 
sions at night. The team 
quickly set up operations in 
an old hardened aircraft shel- 
ter, or HAS, and prepared the 
unit's "Jollys" (HH-60 heli- 
copters specially equipped 
for combat search and rescue 
missions) to stand alert 
around the clock. 

A week earlier, the Jollys 
had forward-deployed to 
Tallil, cycling in fresh crews 
and air- 
craft 
from the 
main 
base 
south of 





USAF photo by Maj. Jon Anderson 


Traq. 


A NO RESERVATIONS ABOUTIT: (Left to Right) Air Force Reservists Staff 


USAF photo by Maj. Jon Anderson 





A CLEAN SHOT: 
ly of the 301st Rescue Squadron at Patrick AFB, Florida tightens the collar of a 
minigun barrel assembly. The two mini-guns on the HH-60G Pavehawk are torn 
down, cleaned and reassembled due after firing and because of the excessive- 
ly dusty conditions in Iraq. 


(Left to Right) Master Sgt. Stephen Richmond, most recent- 


move into Tallil, the need 
for the Jollys' maintainers 
and aircrews to deploy and 
operate on a more perma- 
nent basis was clear. 
Additional maintenance 
teams rotate every few 
days, allowing those they 
replace to return south for 
hot food, showers and clean 
clothes. 

Tallil was the first major 
base in Iraq to have a large 
Air Force contingency, cur- 
rently housing more than 
1,100 aircrew, mainte- 
nance, security forces and 
support professionals. 

However, at the end of 
March, it was still a rela- 
tively bare base operation. 
Extensive work continues 
on the base to improve liv- 


Once the Sgt. Chad Boehne, Master Sgt. Stephen Richmond, and Tech. Sgt. Alonzo Gee 
decision Work quickly to strip, clean and reassemble mini-guns for their HH-60G 
we a Pavehawk rescue helicopters currently supporting missions over southern Iraq. 
made to 


ing conditions as additional people, supplies, 
equipment and aircraft arrive daily. 

The 920th Rescue Wing is an Air Force 
Reserve unit based at Patrick AFB, Fla.. Its pri- 
mary mission is combat search and rescue, 
capable of going in behind enemy lines to 
recover downed aircrews or stranded personnel. 
The unit also performs support duties for 
NASA's Space Shuttle and Air Force rocket 
launches and recoveries. 

Flying and maintaining both the HH-60 and 
HC-130 Hercules aircraft, many of the unit's 
members were activated since October 2001, 
and have been on duty in the region since 
November 2001. 


“The battle, sir, is not to the strong 
alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, 
the brave.” 

--Patrick Henry 


@2o 
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GIVE US YOUR BEST 


SHOT 





USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 


GET A LOAD OF THIS -- A dump truck and road grader tangled earlier this week at Tallil. There were no 
injuries to either driver and the incident is currently under investigation by the base safety Office. 


Give Us Your Best Shot 


We want to see Tallil Air Base and the 
surrounding areas from the inside out 
and we need your help. If you’ve got a 
digital camera, then we want to talk to 
you! Send us your best digital photo for 
the week and we'll chose the top five to 
be published in the next TALLIL TBD. 


When submitting photos, make sure 
they are of a reasonable quality, and 
are in a .jpg or .gif format. Next, make 
sure you provide us with an accurate 
description of the event and COM- 
PLETE names of all persons pictured. 
Photos without complete information 
cannot be considered. Photos must be 
in good taste and not compromise 
safety or security in any manner. If you 
have questions, please don't hesitate 
to contact the Public Affairs Office at 
DSN 459-0014 or send them directly to 
deborah.smith@tlab.aorcentaf.af.mil 





USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
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LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION -- Despite heavy bombing in Iraq, many buildings once occupied by 


Saddam Hussein and his regime remain in remarkable condition. Structures like this one in Baghdad are now occu- 
pied by Coalition Forces assisting with the transition of the new Iraqi government. 





A MORTAR HAUL: Tallil 's EOD experts gather around only a part of Thursday's finds in a 
farmer's field outside the base gates, (I-r) Staff Sgt. Jacob Campbell, Staff Sgt. Luke Ryker, 
Senior Airman Benjamin Ford, Senior Airman Brian Chandler and Airman First Class Ryan 
Bobzin. This mortar position and ammunition were abandoned by enemy forces before the air- 
field was captured, as were other positions around this one, one containing more than 200 
mortar rounds. 
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USAF photo by Maj. Jon Anderson 


A TOTO, IT’S A TWISTER, IT’S A TWISTER: Warm temperatures and 
an arid climate make a perfect environment for “dust devils” like this one 
that blew across the base Monday afternoon. 


< RAISE DA ROOF, YA’LL: Members of the 407th 
Expeditionary Medical Squadron (EMEDS), Shock 
Trauma Platoon (STP) 5, and the Forward 
Resuscitative Surgery System (FRSS) raise the roof 
on one of eight new shelters that will be part of the 
new EMEDS center at Taillil. The new facility will 
house 10 beds, an operation suite with two operating 
beds, lab, pharmacy, and X-ray center. 


USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 





USAF photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
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Air Force Eases Stop Loss Restrictions 


WASHINGTON (AFPN) - Air Force personnel 
officials announced May 14 the release of more 
than half of the Air Force Specialty Codes 
(AFSCs) restricted from retirement or separa- 
tion May 2 under the Stop Loss program. 

Following a review of operational require- 
ments, 31 officer and 20 enlisted career fields 
were identified for release from Stop Loss, the 
officials said. 

The officer career fields released from Stop 
Loss restrictions are: 1IBX, I1EX, 11FX, 
11HX, 11KX, 12BX, 12EX, 12FX, 12KX, 
12RX, 12TX, 13BX, 13DXA, 13DXB, 32EX, 
43EX, 43HX, 43TX, 44EX, 44MX, 45AX, 
45BX, 45SX, 46FX, 46MX, 46NXE, 46SX, 
A8AX, 48GX, 48RX and 51JX. 

The enlisted career fields released from Stop 
Loss restrictions are: 1C2XX, 1C4XX, 1SOXX, 
ITIXX, 3E000, 3E0X2, 3E4X1, 3E4X2, 
3E5X1, 3E7X1, 3E8X1, 3E9X1, 3HOX1, 
3NOXX, 4A1XX, 4A2XX, 4BOXX, 4E0XX, 
4HOXX and S5JOX1. 

The Air Force announced Stop Loss, a 
Defense Department program designed to retain 
members of the armed forces beyond their 


established dates of separation or retirement, for 
99 AFSCs and deployed airmen on March 13. 
The move was aimed at ensuring personnel lev- 
els were adequate to meet upcoming contingen- 
cies. 

"It was not an action that we took lightly," 
said Secretary of the Air Force Dr. James G 
Roche. "It was designed to preserve Air Force 
skills essential to supporting the global war on 
terrorism and operations in Iraq." 

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P. Jumper 
pointed out that service officials have always 
said that they will use Stop Loss only as long as 
necessary to accomplish the mision. 

"We've reevaluated our requirements and are 
releasing these AFSCs because Stop-Loss 1s 
inconsistent with the fundamental principles of 
voluntary service," Jumper said. 

Maj. Teresa Forest, chief of Air Force retire- 
ments and separation policy at the Pentagon, 
said this announcement is the result of an in- 
depth review. 

"A number of different factors went into the 
review process," Forest said. "We had to con- 
sider the balance between the active duty and 


Air Reserve Component, as well as the need to 
remain responsive to changing events world- 
wide." 

Deployed active duty, Guard and Reserve air- 
men whose AFSCs are released from Stop Loss 
will not be allowed to retire or separate until 
their deployment is completed, Forest said. Air 
Reserve Component airmen who are mobilized, 
but not deployed, will be demobilized according 
to ARC policy. 

The actual "termination" of Stop Loss has yet 
to be determined because the Air Force and the 
combatant commanders still need certain skills 
to directly support the war in Iraq, Forest said. 

More career fields will be released in the 
future, she said, based on input from different 
levels around the Air Force. However, if airmen 
experience a severe hardship caused by Stop 
Loss, they can apply for a waiver through their 
chain of command. 

"Many families have had to put their plans on 
hold because of Stop Loss," Forest said. "We 
will make every effort to balance their needs 
with our commitment to operational require- 
ments." 


May is Asian-Pacific Heritage Month 


Story by: Sergeant Ist Class Michelle Williams, USA 
36th Engineering Battalion, Equal Opportunity Advisor 


ay is Asian Pacific American (APA) 
Heritage Month. It is a celebration of 
Asians and Pacific Islanders in the 
United States. Much like Black History 
and Women's History celebrations, APA 
Heritage Month originated in a congressional 
bill sponsored by supportive legislators. 

In June 1977, Representatives Frank Horton 
of New York and Norman Y. Mineta of 
California introduced a House resolution that 
asked the president to proclaim the first ten 
days of May as Asian-Pacific Heritage Week. 
The following month, Senators Daniel Inouye 
and Spark Matsunaga introduced a similar bill 
in the Senate. Both were passed. 

On Oct. 5, 1978, President Jimmy Carter 
signed a Joint Resolution designating the annu- 
al celebration. Then later in May 1990, the hol- 
iday was extended when President George H. 





W. Bush designated May to be Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month. May was chosen to 
commemorate the immigration of the first 
Japanese immigrants to the United States in 
1843. 

The term Asian Pacific American identifies 
individuals from nearly 30 different countries, 
each with a unique historical and cultural her- 
itage. Ethnicities included in the Asian-Pacific 
American group include peoples from Japan, 
Korea, China, Indonesia, Laos, Thailand, 
Vietnam, the Phillipines and the Pacific Islands. 

Asian Pacific Americans have made great 
progress in the United States despite facing 
adversity, particularly after the Japanese 
attacked Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. On 
May 3, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
issues Executive Order 9066 which stipulated 
that all persons of Japanese ancestry would be 


interned. More than 110,000 individuals of 
Japanese ancestry were relocated and interned 
in relocation centers built throughout 
California, Utah, Arizona, Utah, Idaho, 
Wyoming, Colorado and Arkansas. 

As of February 1999, there were approxi- 
mately 47,000 Asian-Pacific Americans on 
active duty, comprising approximately 2.7 per- 
cent of the officer corps in all all services and 
3.6 percent of the enlisted force. 

Asian-Pacific Americans have contributed 
significantly in every major military conflict 
involving the United States, and 10 have 
received the Medal of Honor for their heroic 
acts. 

So, this month, military members are encour- 
aged to reflect on the accomplishments, talents 
and rich legacy of Asian-Pacific Americans 
past, present and future. 
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Plan Will Get AEF Back on Track 


Story by: Master Sgt. Scott Elliott 
Air Force Print News 


WASHINGTON -- While many deployed air- 
men are returning from Operation Iraqi 
Freedom to hero's welcomes, others deployed 
for as much as three times longer are still wait- 
ing to hear when they will go home. 

What appears to some as an obvious dispar- 
ity is actually a case of differing mission objec- 
tives, said the general in charge of air and space 
expeditionary force policy. 

"The issue is, 'What job were these people 
sent to do," said Maj. Gen. Timothy A. Peppe, 
special assistant for AEF matters at the 
Pentagon. "Some of the people in OIF are 
already home because that operation went so 
well and so quickly that the combatant com- 
mander was able to release them. 

"There is a difference for Operation Enduring 
Freedom folks. Those people are filling a 
requirement that hasn't changed. They will 
rotate when the Air Force has the combatant 
commanders’ requirements worldwide and 
develops the rotation to support them." 

Besides manning requirements for OEF and 
OIF, a recent increase in Pacific Air Forces fur- 
ther strained the AEF rotation schedule. On top 
of that, Peppe said, the service is obligated to 
provide about 1,700 people to augment the 
staffs of component and combatant command- 
ers worldwide. 

"It's not just the people in Afghanistan," 
Peppe said. "Anyone the AEF supports will be 
caught up in this." 

The Air Force uses the AEF's standard three- 
month rotation plan to bring deployment pre- 
dictability to airmen and their families, but the 
operational demands of OIF and other require- 
ments forced the service to break out of that 
mold. The plan is for the AEF deployment 
schedule to be back on track by early 2004, 
Peppe said. 

To achieve that goal, the Air Force plans to 
piece together two transitional AEFs to meet 
deployment combatant commanders’ needs into 
2004. Manning for these two AEFs will come 
from the ranks of those who have not deployed 
this cycle. 

"We'll have to find 'green' unit type codes that 
are properly manned and equipped," Peppe 


said. "The AEF Center (at Langley Air Force 
Base, Va.) will work with the (major com- 
mands) to identify the personnel and equipment 
(that are) ready to deploy. 

"Everyone who did not deploy needs to be 
on notice that we may need them to be a part of 
this rotation, or the next, as we get back to a 
more normal AEF rhythm," he said. 

The numbers of people and types of equip- 
ment making up the new AEFs have yet to be 
determined by combatant commanders. The Air 
Force's goal is to have new mission require- 
ments defined by the middle of May, Peppe 
said. 

"The effort to define the requirements is 
ongoing, and we hope to wrap that up soon, 
because from the time requirements are set and 
the rotation begins is going to take 45 to 60 
days," Peppe said. 

As vital as the new mission requirements are 
to the rotation schedule, the general said 
patience is just as important. 

"We can't send 100 aircraft over there to rotate 
everyone out at once," he said. "There are only 
so many aircraft available to do that type of 
work, so some people will rotate on day one, 
and some will rotate on day 15." 

It is also important deployed airmen know 
they are not forgotten, Peppe said. 

"There is nobody who wants to bring the 
troops home and start a rotation any more than 
the Secretary of the Air Force and the Air Force 
Chief of Staff," he said. "They are acutely 
aware that those people have been frozen in 
place, and that some have been there six months 
or longer. 

"We want to get on with the rotation," Peppe 
said, "but there is a mission at hand, and we will 
support that mission." 


“Be convinced that to be happy means 
to be free and that to be free means 
to be brave. Therefore do not take 


lightly the perils of war.” 
-- Thucydides 








ARMED FORCES 
DAY 5K RUN 


WHEN: May 17, 2003, at 7:00 a.m. 


WHERE: PX/BX and Airfield 
Perimeter Road 


COURSE: Out and back course on 
Airfield Perimeter Road 


Every mile is marked and times are 
given at the 1, 2, and 3-mile mark as 
well as finish. Walkers are invited to 
participate as well. 


Aid stations will be located along the 
course at the start, finish, .5 mile, 
turnaround and 2.6 mile marks. 


No registration is required. 


Prizes will be awarded to the top 
three male and female runners, as 
well as the top “Masters Runner” for 
both male and female. 


POST RACE: Health and fitness 
expo hosted by the 86th CASH, open 
to everyone. 


AWARDS: Ceremony will begin at 
8:00 a.m. 


NO COST TO ENTER: There is no 
entry fee. T-Shirts may be available 
for sale on the day of the race. Cost 
for T-shirts will be determined. 
FUTURE EVENTS: 

May 31, 2003 - Memorial Day 5K 


June 14, 2003 - Flag Day, Army 
Birthday 8K 


July 4, 2003 - Firecracker 4-miler 
For more information, contact Capt. 


Hogeboom, 36th Engineer Group at 
573-1082 
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The Last Shot 


Photo by: Staff Sgt. Cherie A. Thurlby 
Air Force Print News 


OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM -- Staff Sgt. Will 
Kellum, 96th Civil Engineer Squadron, Explosive 
Ordinance Disposal, Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., pre- 
pares to demolish unexploded ordinance at Baghdad 
International Airport May 7, 2003. The Baghdad airport 
is a primary base of operations for U.S. troops, cargo 
and humanitarian airlift for Operation Iragi Freedom. 


TALLIL PHONE GUIDE 


U.S. Air Force 

FIRE DEPT EMERGENCY 459-0511 
Commander STE 459-0024 
Command Chief 459-0008 
Finance 459-0255 
Judge Advocate 459-0016 
Chaplain 459-0027 
Safety 459-0003 
Public Affairs 459-0014 
PERSGO 459-0012 
Lodging 459-0031 
Combat Camera 459-0106 
Comm. Help Desk 459-0318 
Post Office 459-0257 
Small Computers 459-0150 
Telephone Maintenance 459-0300 
Clinic 459-0028 
U.S. Army 

FIRE DEPT EMERGENCY 459-0511 
Commander 833-1140 
PAD/S1 833-1142 
Battle Captain 573-1007 
TOC 573-1288 
36 MED Air Evac 573-1090 
Chaplain 573-1274 
BCPT Cummiskey 833-1124 





